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PROFESSOR LEWIS BAYLES PATON, Ph.D., D.D. 
Hartford Theological Seminary 



VII. SOLOMONS BUILDINGS 
With Solomon a new building era began in Jerusalem. David 
left a united kingdom and the neighboring nations reduced to tribute, 
so that Solomon was free to indulge his splendor-loving tastes. His 

entire reign was devoted to the 
enlargement and beautification 
of his capital. The following 
structures are ascribed to him 
by the Book of Kings: 

i. The Temple. — According 
to I Kings 3: 1 ff.; chaps. 5-8; 
9:1, 10, 15, Solomon built a new 
sanctuary for the Ark in place 
of the tent that his father had 
pitched on Mount Zion. The 
location of this Temple is certain. 
It stood on the same site as 
Herod's Temple, and Herod's 
Temple stood on the summit of 
the eastern hill of Jerusalem. 
The Sahra, or " rock," under 
the dome of the Mosque of Omar, 
marks the location of the Altar 
of Herod's Temple and also of 
Solomon's Temple. The House, 
or Sanctuary, stood on high 
ground west of the Altar. The name Debit, which is used for the 
Holy of Holies, means properly "west," which shows that the holiest 
place lay at the west end of the Temple. This is also evident from 
Ezek. 8:16, where twenty-five men worshiping the rising sun stand 
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GROUND PLAN OF SOLOMON'S 
BUILDINGS (After Benzinger) 

1. Great Court; 2. Other Court; 3. Court of 
the Temple; 4. House of the Forest of Lebanon; 
5. Porch of Pillars; 6. Porch of Judgment; 
7. King's House; 8. House of Pharaoh's Daughter; 
9. Temple; 10. Altar. 
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between the Porch and the Altar, with their backs toward the Temple 
and their faces toward the east. Accordingly, Solomon's Temple 
must have stood on the site of the present inner platform west of the 
Kubbet-es-Sahra or Mosque of Omar. 

The Hekal y or House, was 60 cubits long, 20 cubits broad, and 30 
cubits high according to I Kings 6:2. . From I Kings 6:16 and the 




THE SAHRA, THE SITE OF SOLOMON'S ALTAR 

statements of Ezekiel it appears that these are inside measurements. 
This space was divided by a partition into two rooms — one 40X20 
cubits, the Holy Place, and the other 20X20 cubits, the Debir, or 
Holy of Holies. The thickness of the inclosing walls is not given in 
the Book of Kings. Ezekiel, who patterns his Temple on the model 
of Solomon's Temple, says that the walls are to be 6 cubits thick at 
the base. 

On the east end of the Sanctuary stood a Porch, the inside 
measurements of which were 20 X 10 cubits (I Kings 6:3). The length 
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was thus the same as the breadth of the Sanctuary. The Book of 
Kings does not give the height of this Porch, but Chronicles says 
that it was 120 cubits. This is an incredible proportion, and it 
is probable that its height was 30 cubits, the same as that of the 
Sanctuary. 




SOLOMON'S TEMPLE. SOUTH ELEVATION (After Stade) 




SOLOMON'S TEMPLE, EAST ELEVATION (After Stade) 

On the north, west, and south the Temple was surrounded with 
three stories of chambers, but these did not encompass the east side, 
where the Porch stood. Each story was 5 cubits high, so that the 
three tiers reached a height of 15 cubits, or half the height of the 
Temple. There was thus a space between the roof of the chambers and 
the roof of the Temple that was used for clearstory windows (I Kings 
6:4), The structure as a whole must thus have borne a rude resem- 
blance to a Gothic church, with nave and aisles, the most important 
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difference being that all the roofs were flat. In regard to the breadth 
of the wings Kings gives us no information, but in EzekiePs Temple 
the chambers were 5, 6, and 7 cubits broad in the successive stories. 
The greater breadth of the upper stories was due to the fact that 
there was a rebatement of half a cubit in both walls at each story, 
on which to rest the ends of the beams that supported the floors. 
The Temple was surrounded with a Court, which, in I Kings 6:36; 




SITE OF INNER COURT OF SOLOMON'S TEMPLE 

7:12, is called the Inner Court, to distinguish it from the Great, or 
Outer, Court that inclosed all of Solomon's buildings. In Jer. 36: 10 
it is called the Upper Court because it stood on a higher level on the 
top of the hill. Unlike the Temple of Zerubbabel and the Temple 
of Herod, Solomon's Sanctuary had only one inclosing court. Not 
until the time of Ezekiel was there any idea of a special sanctity of 
the priests that demanded that they should have a court of their 
own into which ordinary Israelites might not enter. From II Kings 
12:9-12 and Jer. 35: iff.; 36:10, it appears that in pre-exilic times 
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laymen had free access to the Inner Court. When II Kings 23:12 
speaks of "the two courts of the House of Yahweh," it does not mean 
that there was a court of the priests and a court of Israelites, such as 
existed in the second Temple, but refers only to the Inner Court and 
the Great Court. The Inner Court, according to I Kings 6:36; 
7:12, had a wall of three courses of hewn stones and a structure of 
cedar beams on the top. In regard to its size and shape nothing is 
said. 

No gates of the Inner Court are mentioned in the narrative of 
the building of the Temple, but II Kings 15:35 speaks of an Upper 
Gate of the House of Yahweh, and Jeremiah and Ezekiel make fre- 
quent mention of gates. It is probable that the gates which existed 
in the time of Jeremiah were the same as those originally constructed 
by Solomon (cf. Jer. 7:2; 22:2-4). From Jer. 52:24=11 Kings 
25:18 it appears that there were three keepers of the thresholds of 
the House of Yahweh. This indicates that there were three gates 
to the Temple. These would naturally be on the north, south, and 
east sides, since on the west was the Holy of Holies, which no one but 
the high-priest was permitted to enter. 

In II Kings 15:35 =11 Chron. 27:3 we are told that Jotham built 
the Upper Gate to the Temple (cf. II Chron. 23:20). From Jer. 
20:2; 37:13, it appears that the Upper Gate was identical with the 
Gate of Benjamin, and from Ezek. 8:3, 14; 9:2 it appears that this 
gate was in the north wall of the Inner Court (cf. Zech. 14:10). 
In Jer. 26:10; 36:10 this Upper, or North, or Benjamin Gate is 
called the New Gate. This is, apparently, an allusion to the fact 
that it was rebuilt by Jotham; but it does not show that it was not 
in existence in the time of Solomon, since there must always have 
been some access to the Temple from the north. In Ezek. 8:5 it is 
called the Altar Gate, because it gave easiest access to the Altar. In 
Ezek. 46 : 9 it is described as the chief entrance of the proposed second 
Temple. This, perhaps, throws some light on its importance in 
pre-exilic times. Neh. 12:39 speaks of it as the Sheep Gate. This 
corresponds with EzekiePs designation of it as the Altar Gate. It 
was the opening through which victims were commonly brought. 

There must always have been a South Gate leading from the 
Temple to the court of the Palace, although this is not expressly 
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named in the account of Solomon's building operations. I Kings 
14: 27 f. =11 Chron. i2:iof. speaks of shields of brass that Reho- 
boam committed to the captains of the guard that kept the door of 
the King's House, and that they bore before him when he entered the 
Temple. This door must have been an opening connecting the 
court of the Temple with the court of the Palace. II Kings 11:6 = 
II Chron. 23:5 (emended text) speaks of a Guard Gate. The guard 
leaving the Temple is said to have gone on duty at this point. In 
II Kings 11:19 th e young king, after being crowned in the Temple, 
is escorted through the Guard Gate to the Palace. In Neh. 12:39 
the second company of Levites enter by the Sheep Gate on the north 
side of the Temple Court and stand still at the gate of the guard on 
the southern side. 

There must also have been an East Gate to the Temple Court, 
since the main entrance to the Sanctuary was on the east side. This 
is not mentioned in any early narrative. Jer. 38:14 speaks of the 
third entry into the House of Yahweh, and Ezek. 10:19; 11 :i 
mentions the East Gate of the House of Yahweh. In Ezekiel's 
plan for a second Temple the East Gate is to be used only by the 
king. This corresponds with his desire that the Palace shall be 
removed from its proximity to the Temple on the southern side, and 
that that quarter shall be given up to the occupancy of the priests. 
The old East Gate must have stood approximately on the site of 
the modern Golden Gate of the Haram. According to I Chron. 
26: 16, there was also a West Gate, but no trace of this appears in pre- 
exilic literature. It belonged to Zerubbabel's Temple rather than 
to Solomon's. 

2. Solomon's Palace. — According to I Kings 3:1; 7:1; 9 : 1, 10, 15 ; 
10:4, 5, 12, Solomon built a Palace for himself at the time that he 
reared the House of Yahweh. This is mentioned frequently in the later 
history under the name of the King's House. This Palace remained 
as Solomon had built it until the time of its destruction by Nebu- 
chadrezzar (II Kings 25:9). Its ruins were still visible in the time 
of Nehemiah. It is clear from a number of passages that it adjoined 
the Temple. In I Kings 6:36; 7:8, 12 we are told that the Inner 
Court which inclosed the Temple, and the Middle Court which 
inclosed the Palace, were both included in the Great Court of the 
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Palace Quarter. Isa. i : 26 ff. ; Ps. 2 : 6, and numerous other passages, 
speak of the Palace as situated on Zion; but Zion, as we have seen, 
was the hill on which the Temple stood. The constant combination 




Palestine Exploration bund 

THE GOLDEN GATE, SITE OF EAST GATE OF TEMPLE 

of " The House of Yahweh" and "The King's House" shows that the 
two buildings were a part of one complex (cf. II Kings 12 : 18; 14: 14; 
16:8; 18:15; 24:13; 25:9). In Jer. 36:12 ff. and other passages 
the royal residence is described as so near to the Temple that the 
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king and the princes could be summoned quickly in case of any 
disturbance arising in the Inner Court. Ezek. 43:8 says: "They 
shall no more defile my name .... through setting their thresh- 
old by my threshold and their doorpost by my doorpost and there 
was but the wall between me and them." 

The Palace cannot have been adjacent to the Temple on the 
north, because the north quarter was not inclosed until a time long 
after Solomon. The hill was so narrow that there was no room for 
a building east or west of the Temple Court; consequently, if the 
Palace adjoined the Temple, it must have lain immediately south of 
it. With this agree numerous passages that show that the Palace 
was higher than the City of David and lower than the Temple. In 
I Kings 8:1 the Ark is "brought up" out of the City of David, and 
in 9:24 Pharaoh's daughter "goes up" from the City of David to 
the Palace. In I Kings 8:4; 10:5; and Jer. 26:10 people "come 
up" from the Palace to the Temple, and in II Kings 11:19 an d J er - 
22:1 they "go down" from the Temple to the Palace. In Mic. 
4: 8 Ophel of the daughter Zion is described as the seat of government. 
This indicates that the Palace lay on the hill of Ophel, south of the 
Temple inclosure. The view of Thenius and Furrer, that Solomon's 
Palace was situated on the western hill, is thus seen to be contrary 
to all the biblical evidence. It is also contradicted by archaeology, 
since no substructures of great buildings have been found on the 
western hill. If the Palace had stood on this hill, it would have been 
impossible to speak of going up from it to the Temple, since this 
hill was considerably higher than the east hill on which the Temple 
stood. 

Five buildings are named that stood within the Palace inclosure : 
the House of the Forest of Lebanon, the Porch of Pillars, the Porch of 
Judgment, Solomon's House, and the House of Pharaoh's Daughter. 
The natural configuration of the hill shows that these buildings 
must have stood in a line running from northwest to southeast and 
descending in terraces toward the south. The crest of the hill was 
so narrow that platforms had to be built up to support the courts 
and buildings. I Kings 7:10-12 speaks of "great stones, costly 
stones " that were used in the foundations; and they are also mentioned 
by Josephus in Ant., viii, 3:2. Ezekiel's statement that the House 
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of the King joined the House of Yahweh (43:8) shows that the order 
of the buildings in I Kings 7:2-8 is from south to north. This is 
the order in which they would be traversed by one going up from the 
City of David to the Temple. 

South of the Temple Court was Solomon's private residence, 
which I Kings 7:8a calls "his house where he might dwelL ,, Adja- 
cent to this, probably on the west, was the House of Pharaoh's 
Daughter, or Harem (I King 7*.8&; 9:24). These two buildings 
were surrounded by a court, which in I Kings 7:8 is called the Other 
Court, to distinguish it from the Inner Court which surrounded the 
Temple. In II Kings 20:4 this is called the Middle Court, because 
it lay between the Inner Court and the Great Court. In Jer. 32:2 
it is called the Court of the Guard, because in it were stationed the 
royal guards (cf. II Kings 11:5, 19; II Chron. 23:5; Neh. 12:39, 
where the gate that led from this court into the Temple Court is called 
the Gate of the Guard). In Neh. 3:25 it is described as the "Court 
of the Guard that is by the tower that stands out from the Upper 
House of the King." The north wall of the Middle Court was the 
same as the south wall of the Inner Court. According to I Kings 7:8, 
the structure of the entire wall of this court was similar to that of the 
Temple Court. 

South of the Middle or Palace Court stood the Porch of Judg- 
ment (I Kings 7:7), which served as an audience chamber for the 
king. No particulars are given in regard to its dimensions or appear- 
ance. In I Kings 10:18-20 it is said to have contained Solomon's 
throne of ivory and gold. Adjacent to it on the south stood the 
Porch of Pillars (I Kings 7:6), which measured 50X30 cubits. 
Apparently it served as a sort of anteroom to the throneroom in which 
Solomon held audience. The southernmost building was the House 
of the Forest of Lebanon, which is described in I Kings 7:2-5. This 
was 100 cubits long by 50 broad. Its roof was supported by forty- 
five pillars of cedar wood in three rows of fifteen each. According 
to I Kings 10: 16 f.; Isa. 22 :8 (cf. 39: 2 =11 Kings 20: 13), this build- 
ing was used as a royal armory. The name "House of the Forest 
of Lebanon" was given on account of the cedar trunks that formed 
its pillars. The old idea that it was located in Mount Lebanon and 
served as a summer residence for the kings (cf. I Kings 9: 19) is con- 
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tradicted by I Kings 7:12, which puts it into the complex on the 
Temple hill, and by 10:16 f., which shows that the shields borne 
before the king were kept in it. 

The last three buildings, as well as the Inner and the Middle 
Courts, were included in the Outer Court, or the Great Court, which 
surrounded all of Solomon's buildings (I Kings 7:12). This was 




SITE OF THE HOUSE OF THE FOREST OF LEBANON 

inclosed with a wall of three layers of hewn stone, on top of which 
was a structure of cedar beams. In regard to its gates we have little 
information. There must have been a North Gate corresponding 
to the North Gate of the Inner Court. Apparently the two openings 
were regarded as forming a single gate, and one name served for them 
both. There must also have been an East Gate corresponding 
to the East Gate of the Inner Court, and a South Gate leading to the 
City of David. These, however, are never mentioned. In II Kings 
n:i6=II Chron. 23:15 we read of the Horse Gate. Jer. 31:40 
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locates this near a corner of the city on the east. Neh. 3:28 shows 
that it lay on Ophel over against the Temple. Josephus {Ant., ix, 
7:3) suggests that it opened upon the Valley of Kidron. Accord- 
ingly, it must have been situated near the southeast corner of the 
Temple inclosure. Its name shows that it was the gate through 
which the chariots and horses of the king gained access to the open 
country. 

3. Millo. — In I Kings 9:15; 11:27, it is stated that "Solomon 
built Millo and closed up the break in the city of David his father." 
Since Millo was already in existence in the time of David, and was 
used by him as part of his fortification, this statement must mean 
merely that Solomon strengthened Millo. Probably the rampart 
which had served as the northern defense of the City of David was 
used by him as the southern defense of the new palace quarter which 
he built on Ophel. 



